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	COMPLAINT NUMBER
	15/354

	COMPLAINANT
	C. Lawson

	ADVERTISER
	Hirecorp Kerikeri

	ADVERTISEMENT
	Hirecorp Radio

	DATE OF MEETING
	11 August 2015

	OUTCOME
	No Grounds to Proceed


Complaint:  The radio advertisement for Hirecorp in Kerikeri began with the noise of someone spitting and then stated, in part:
“Excuse me, scientific experiment… Hirecorp is so central, we’re about a spit away from everything.”

Complainant, C. Lawson, said:  “The advert begins with someone clearing their phlegm and spitting audibly. It is aired  at all times and is absolutely disgusting. I don't really want to hear that just as I take a mouthful of food/drink.

This advert is definitely in very poor taste. (no pun Intended)” 

The relevant provisions were Basic Principle 4 and Rules 4 and 5 of the Code of Ethics.

The Chairman noted the concerns of the Complainant the spitting in the advertisement was offensive and distasteful.
After listening to the advertisement, the Chairman was of the view the advertisement was using humour to illustrate how central Hirecorp’s Kerikeri store was. The Chairman also noted that advertisement played on the colloquial expression ‘within spitting distance’ which would be apparent to most listeners. 
While the Chairman noting the Complainant’s view the spitting in the advertisement was poor, taking into account generally prevailing community standards, she said the advertisement did not reach the threshold required to cause serious and widespread offence to most people. The Chairman said the advertisement was not in breach of the Code of Ethics and there was no apparent breach of the Advertising Codes.
Accordingly, the Chairman ruled that there were no grounds for the complaint to proceed.
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