[image: image1.png]ADVERTISING STANDARDS AUTHORITY

[a)
=]
=
L)
-
2
4
-
n
o
o
>
Y
O







15/018

	COMPLAINT NUMBER
	15/018

	COMPLAINANT
	N. Blaikie

	ADVERTISER
	Harley-Davidson Ltd

	ADVERTISEMENT
	Harley-Davidson Television 

	DATE OF MEETING
	23 January 2015

	OUTCOME
	No Grounds to Proceed


Complaint:  The television advertisement for Harley-Davidson motorbikes (HD 30 14 DECSI) featured scenes of daily occurrences such as a clock ticking and office air conditioners. It then shows a group of men on motorbikes and it said in the bottom left of the screen “filmed overseas.” The voiceover stated: “Sometimes life can be forgettable. It’s easy to be a slave to routine … but average doesn’t have to win, we’ve got our escape plan. So forget the forgettable. Screw it. Let’s ride.” These words also appeared onscreen.

Complainant, N. Blaikie, said:  “…I wish to request its removal from television and any other media in which it appears.

…The visual shows a number of bikes riding on the right side hand side of the road, without any subtitle indicating that the advertisement was filmed on overseas roads. This practice is illegal in New Zealand. This is grounds for removal of the advertisement under items two and three above.

The advertisement’s by-line is “Screw it, let’s ride”. I believe that the by-line suggests that bikes should ignore impediments and ride their bikes regardless. Because it is not clear what these impediments may be, they must be taken to include, potentially, details that would make riding the bike illegal , such as alcohol consumption, or being unlicensed. This would appear to “encourage a disregard for safety”, as detailed in rule 12 above.
…I respectfully request that the Advertising Standards Complaints Board takes steps to minimize the opportunity for this advertisement to encourage inappropriate use of a motorbike by any other person, by withdrawing it from broadcast.”
The relevant provisions were Basic Principle 4 and Rule 12 of the Code of Ethics and Principles 1 and 2 of the Code for Advertising Vehicles.
The Chairman noted the concerns of the Complainant the advertisement did not have any disclaimer which indicated the advertisement was filmed overseas. 

The Chairman noted that there was in fact a disclaimer by way of the on-screen text which read “Filmed overseas”. The Chairman said it was clear that the advertisement for an American Motorcycle and had not been filmed in New Zealand and in a country where the legal requirement was to drive on the right-hand side of the road and was therefore unlikely to encourage unsafe driving practices.

The Chairman then turned to the Complainant’s concerns the statement “Screw it. Let’s ride” encouraged a disregard for safety by suggesting motorcyclists should ride their bikes recklessly and illegally. The Chairman disagreed with the Complainant’s interpretation of the statement. 
The Chairman said in her view when the advertisement was considered within its entirety, it was clear it was about getting away from mundane daily activities, and going for a ride on your motorcycle. Therefore, the Chairman said the statement “Screw it. Lets ride” was unlikely to encourage motorcyclists to ride recklessly and did reach the threshold required to be considered to encourage a disregard for safety 
The Chairman, while acknowledging the tragic personal circumstances of the Complainant, said the advertisement did not contain any visual presentation which would encourage a disregard for safety and was not in breach of the Code of Ethics or the Code for Advertising Vehicles.  
Accordingly, the Chairman ruled that there were no grounds for the complaint to proceed.

Chairman’s Ruling: Complaint No Grounds to Proceed
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