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	COMPLAINT NUMBER
	14/294

	COMPLAINANT
	A. Ismail

	ADVERTISER
	Expedia 

	ADVERTISEMENT
	Expedia Television

	DATE OF MEETING
	6 June 2014

	OUTCOME
	No Grounds to Proceed


Complaint: The television advertisement for Expedia began with a close up of a man’s stomach as he was dancing in a Polynesian grass skirt. The voiceover stated:

“All that was holding my dignity together was a short grass skirt and a thin length of twine.  As my hips gyrated like no man’s should, a thought struck me: How did I become a Polynesian dancing girl?”
Complainant, A. Ismail, said: “The showing of stomach of a guy dancing inappropriately is off putting to me and my 3 young daughters …”    

The relevant provisions were Basic Principle 4 and Rule 5 of the Code of Ethics.

The Chairman noted the Complainant was offended at the close up of man’s stomach as he danced “inappropriately.”
Looking at the advertisement, the Chairman noted the advertisement was for online holidays that could be booked via the Expedia website.

The Chairman said the scene of the man emulating Polynesian dancer was used to humorously illustrate the man’s fantasy about a tropical holiday.

While the Chairman acknowledged the Complainant found the close up of the man’s stomach offensive, there was nothing inappropriate about Polynesian dances and said the man dancing in a grass skirt did not reach the threshold to be said to cause serious or widespread offence or breach the requirement for advertisements to observe a due sense of social responsibility.  Therefore, the Chairman ruled there was no apparent breach of the Advertising Codes.
Accordingly, the Chairman ruled that there were no grounds for the complaint to proceed.
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