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DECISION

Chairman’s Ruling 
25 July 2012
Complaint 12/354



Complainant: M. Vickers and others



Advertisement: Paramount Pictures (NZ)
Complaint: A television advertisement that showed a teddy bear character performing lewd gestures and miming sex acts on a cash register at a grocery store. The same advertisement was also shown on the TVNZ website.
Complainant, M. Vickers, said: The advertising standards code had been breached because the teddy had simulated a sex act on a checkout scanner, promoting the movie ‘Ted’, and this was offensive.
Duplicate Complainants shared similar views.
The relevant provisions were Basic Principle 4 and Rule 5 of the Code of Ethics.
The Chairman noted the complaints found the mimed sexual acts by the teddy bear in the advertisements for the film offensive.
Turning to the advertisement, the Chairman considered that while the actions of the teddy bear were of a sexual nature, the humorous nature of the advertisement meant that the threshold had not been reached for what would likely cause serious or widespread offence in light of generally prevailing community standards. The Chairman also noted that the rating for the movie itself was R13, and the advertisement was played in the evening when parental guidance is recommended for younger viewers.
Accordingly, the Chairman ruled that there were no grounds for the complaint to proceed.

Chairman’s Ruling: Complaint No Grounds to Proceed
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